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CHALLENGE TO CHANGE
July 10-15, 2011
“God Bless and Keep You”

Name __________________________
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BACKWOODS CHRISTIAN CAMP                       1842 County Road 222,                              Lineville, Alabama 36266

July 10-15, 2011                                 CHALLENGE TO CHANGE                                          
To our campers,


It is our desire that this will be a wonderful week for you at Backwoods Christian Camp. You are a very special person to God and to us. We are here to help you grow toward spiritual maturity in Christ. Our theme for camp this week is "The Challenge to Change." During this week you will learn some fundamental truths and how to apply the Christian religion to your daily life! Jesus said, “If any man serve me, let him follow me.” (John 12:26) Our prayer is that you desire to follow Jesus. Are you interested in obeying truth? Are you interested in searching the scriptures (John 5:39)?

This week will be a great time of “studying…the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). You will learn from the Scriptures how to become a Christian. Much time will be spent in singing, praying, and studying God's Holy Word. From these activities you will grow in the likeness of Jesus. We pray that your faith will increase and be stronger as the week passes.

During the week you will have the opportunity to make new friends and see old ones. You will be able to encourage and exhort one another (Hebrews 10:23-24). We have confidence that as you learn the “unsearchable riches” (Ephesians 3:8) you will be a blessing to others. Take time to bless someone this week.


Heaven is our goal. We want it to be yours. Helping each other, we can get there. If either of us can be of help, please take time to see us. We are here to serve you.

Because of Christ and His cross,

                                                                                                Charles Box

                                                                                                    Terry Claunch
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Name ______________________________


Cabin _____________________________

This study book is very important to my owner. If you are not my owner would you please take the time to return me? It will give you an opportunity to meet a great person. During the week you will have time to become friends. If you need help finding my owner please ask one of the people listed at the bottom of this page. Thank you very much.

My owner cannot do without me this week. I'm very valuable. I am needed for Bible classes and worship times. I have Bible lessons, questions, and study helps for the week. I have special pages that teach one how to become a Christian. I have pages that encourage growth as a Christian. See why I am so important?

At the end of the week my owner will know more about “The Challenge to Change.” He will be able to show others what fun it was to learn about God at Backwoods Christian Camp. I may not have known my owner long but I know he wants to keep me. If I am lost or misplaced I cannot find him. I need your help. Please return me.


Thanks, again. I hope that both you and my owner have a great week at Backwoods Christian Camp. 
Class Teachers   ____________________________________

                           
____________________________________​_




  ​​​​​​_____________________________________

Schedule for the week

                                              Sunday



2:00-4:00


Registration 







4:00-5:00


Orientation 








5:00-5:45


Supper 








5:45-6:45


Worship 








7:00-8:00


Get Acquainted 







8:15-8:45


Canteen 








9:00-9:15


Devotional 








9:15-9:45


Prepare for Bed  







9:45-9:59


Cabin Devotional 







10:00



Lights OUT!

Monday through Thursday
7:00


Wake up


12:30-1:00
       Rest 


       7:20


Devotional


1:00-4:30
       Sports/Crafts                   7:30-8:15

Breakfast


4:30-5:00
       Get Ready                                          8:15-8:45

Clean up


5:00-5:45
       Supper                                                   8:45-9:30

Bible Classes

5:45-6:30
       Worship                                   9:30-10:00

Canteen


6:30-8:30
       Activity                                             10:00-10:20

Workbook


8:30-9:00
       Canteen                                                    10:20-11:15

Singing


9:00-9:15
       Devotional                                          11:15-11:40

Bible Reading

9:15-9:45
       Bath Time                                         11:40-11:50

Inspection


9:45-9:59
       Devotional                                                        11:50-12:30

Lunch


           10:00

       Lights OUT!

        Friday
7:00


Wake up


8:30-9:15
       Clean up                                               7:30-7:45

Devotional


9:15-10:00
       Awards                                                   7:45-8:30

Breakfast


10:10-11:00
       Final Charge


Challenge to Change
Worship Notes for Sunday Night – July 10, 2011
Songs:

Sermon title:

Sermon notes:

Changing My Bible Reading Habits

Monday – July 11, 2011

  The Bible is the inspired word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). The writers of the Bible were “holy men of God” who “were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). Because the Bible is the only book from God it is different from any other book!

  How much time do you spend on Facebook? How many hours do you spend watching TV or playing video games? How much time do you waste goofing off? On a more serious note, how much time do you spend reading and studying the Word of God? Do you need to change your Bible reading habits? More than that, we need to change our study habits when it comes to the Word! We can change (Philippians 4:13) bad habits into good ones. Today we will see why we need to read and study the Bible more.

  First, my Bible reading habits need to change so I can be APPROVED of God. “Study to shew thyself approved of God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). The idea of approval is taken from the testing of coins to see whether they are genuine or fake. If our Bible study is not genuine then we need to change it. We don’t want to a fake Bible student.

  Second, we need to change our Bible reading habits so we can UNDERSTAND what God has written. “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” (Ephesian 3:4). Have you ever said or heard someone say that they just can’t understand the Bible? Paul says we can understand. But, in order to understand we must read. Sometimes we need help (Acts 8:30, 31) to understand what we are reading. 

  Next, the Word of God says that we will be BLESSED if we change our reading habits. “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things that are written therein: for the time is at hand” (Revelation 1:3). Do you want to be happy? Quite often, the word blessed has the meaning of creating happiness. John, as he sees this vision, is told that reading and obeying the Word of Christ brings happiness. If we made the change to read the Bible more, wouldn’t we be happier?

  We will become NOBLE if we change our Bible study habits. “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). What made them noble? They had a mind ready to receive the word. They studied the scriptures every day. Do we read the scriptures every day? If not, then we need to change.

  If I change my Bible study habits I can become SUCCESSFUL. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then shalt thou have good success” (Joshua 1:8). Who doesn’t want to be successful? But whose standard of success will we use? Will it be God’s or the world? The greatest success is victory over the world (1 John5:4; Philippians 1:21). If you want to go to heaven follow the word of God.

  Do I need to change my Bible study habits so that I can TEACH others? “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). The Great Commission requires us to take the gospel to the world. But, it is impossible to teach something if we have never learned it! Reading and studying the Bible makes it possible for us to teach others the saving gospel (1Timothy 2:4; 4:16). Do I need to change so that I can teach others?

  Finally, I need to change my Bible study habits because one day I will be JUDGED by the Word of God. “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). The Bible contains everything (2 Peter 1:3) we need to know for that “final test.” How do people make a 100 on a test in school? They know all the answers to the questions. God has given us the answers in the Bible. We can know (1 John 5:13) what will be on our “final exam.”

Short and Simple:
How often should one study the Word of God (Acts 17:11)?
What happens if one hungers after righteousness (Matthew 5:6)?

Can one go to heaven without knowing the truth (John 20:30, 31)?

Can one go to heaven without obeying the truth (1 Peter 4:17)?

Can you name some blessings that come from reading the Bible (Revelation 1:3)?

Seek and Find:

What one book and chapter in the Bible speaks more about the Word of God than any other?

Where in the New Testament does it tell us that the dead will be “judged out of the things written in the books?”

Where in the Old Testament do we find people who came to “understand” because they “read” the Book and were given the “sense” of it?

Can you find the verses to teach someone what to do to be saved?

What verse teaches that “faith cometh by hearing?”

Thought questions:
What are some hindrances to studying the Bible and how can we get rid of them?

How long does it take to read the Word of God from Genesis to Revelation?

What does it take to be “ready to give an answer” (1 Peter 3:15)?

Memory Verse: John 5:39—“Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of Me.”
 
Challenge to Change
Worship Notes for Monday Night – July 11, 2011
Songs:

Sermon title:

Sermon notes:


Changing My Attitude                                    Tuesday -- July 12, 2011
  What kind of attitude do you have? One’s attitude will affect his behavior. It makes me who I am (Proverbs 4:23). Do I need to change my attitude? Will I accept the “challenge to change?”

  Do I need to change my attitude when it comes to my SPEECH? Do I care what I say? Does it matter the words I use? It should. It’s not uncommon to hear profanity, crude and unkind words coming out of the mouths of youth. Where have they learned such? The Bible has much to say about our speech and the attitude behind it. Take a look at these verses and see if we need to change: Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 4:6; James 1:19; Romans 14:19; Psalm 34:14; 1 Peter 3:10 and Matthew 7:12.  Jesus tells us that by our words we will be saved or lost (Matthew 12:36, 37). May our speech be pleasing to God.

  When it comes to my parents do I need to change my attitude? Have you ever rolled your eyes when your parents told you to do something? Have you ever grumbled when they reminded you to do your chores? Do you ever mock or ridicule them in front of your friends? If so, then you need to change your attitude. Children are plainly told in the Word of God to obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1, 2). It is a sin to be disobedient to them (Romans 1:30). If my attitude toward my parents is not right then I can be lost. How do I react when they discipline me? Do I understand that godly parents correct because they love me (Hebrews 12:6)?

  Do I need to change my attitude toward drugs, alcohol and tobacco? Each one of these is harmful to the body. As such, they are sinful (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). It is not glorifying to God for us to abuse our bodies by taking these things. The world sees nothing wrong with them. Paul told the Romans not to make the mistake of being conformed to attitude of the world (Romans 12:1, 2). Our attitude should be to think on heavenly things (Colossians 3:1, 2; Philippians 4:8). How many lives have been ruined or destroyed because someone saw nothing wrong with these things?

  Does my attitude need to change when it comes to material things? Am I jealous because of what someone else has? Do I covet what someone else owns? Am I never satisfied with what I have, or do I always want and need more? If so, then I have an attitude problem that needs to change. Solomon’s attitude (an inspired one) was that things one day will fly away (Proverbs 24:4, 5). Jesus warned about covetousness and said that life is not found in the abundance of things (Luke 12:15). Our attitude should be that we are going to use what we have to bring honor and glory to God (1 Corinthians 10:31). How different would our attitude be if we truly believed that one day all these things will be gone (2 Peter 3:11; 1 John 2:15-17)? Please don’t try to gain the world at the expense of your soul (Matthew 16:26)!

  Does my attitude toward purity of life need to change? “First comes love, then comes marriage, then comes _________ and ___________ pushing a baby carriage” used to be the childhood saying. Paul told Timothy (1 Timothy 5:22) and Titus (Titus 2:3-5) about the need of purity. Too many give in to the lust of the flesh (James 1:13-15). It is only in a scriptural marriage that God allows this desire to be fulfilled (Hebrews 13:4). The wrong attitude toward purity has led to many babies being born without mother and father being married or even in love. The godly attitude will say that I am going to remain pure until marriage.

  When it comes to worshiping God, do I need to change my attitude? Have you ever said, “I can’t wait to go _____________.” The blank might contain camp, grandparents or on vacation. When was the last time you said or heard it said, “I can’t wait to go to worship”? Why is this? Does it have anything to do with our attitude? Sure it does. It is a command that we not “forsake the assembling of ourselves together” (Hebrews 10:25). Do we need to change our attitude toward this command of God? It should be enjoyable to keep the commands of God (1 John 5:3). David had the right attitude when he said, “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1). We can be a part of the spiritual house of God (1 Timothy 3:15). We will take advantage of being at every service of the church? Will we enjoy being there? If not, then our attitude needs to change.

Short and Simple:
Must I respect and obey my parents (Ephesians 6:1, 2)?

Can one be rich and be a Christian (1 Timothy 6:17)?

Is sex outside of marriage right or wrong (Hebrews 13:4)?

Is ones attitude important when it comes to speech (Ephesians 4:15; Colossians 4:6)?

If one has the right attitude (John 14:15; Acts 8:21) what will he do?

Seek and Find:

What one book and chapter in the Bible speaks more about the tongue than any other place in the scriptures?

Where in the New Testament does it tell us to treat others the way we want to be treated?

In what Old Testament book do we find Solomon speaking about the vanity of gaining things?

Can you find the verses to teach someone about God’s plan for marriage?

What verse teaches that we are to “renew our minds”?

Thought questions:
What does it mean to use God’s name in vain?

What are some of the things that we can covet?

What can be done to change attitudes about worship and Bible class?

Memory Verse: Proverbs 4:23—“Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.” 
 
Challenge to Change
Worship Notes for Tuesday Night – July 12, 2011
Songs:

Sermon title:

Sermon notes:

Changing My Life
Wednesday – July 13, 2011
  What are some of the attitudes of life? Many are found on billboards and bumper stickers. Jesus came to provide not only life, but an abundant one (John 10:10). He wants us to have the best life. It is our choice the type of life we will have. It can be a challenge to change our lives for the better.

  It is challenging to change life from selfishness to service. Being selfish means that I am only concerned about me, myself, and I. No one else really matters. I want everyone to wait on me.  While it may appear to be a great life it really isn’t. Jesus told us that becoming a servant brings great happiness (John 13:16, 17) to our lives. If we truly want a rich and meaningful life then we need to serve others (Galatians 5:6, 13). When it comes to a life of service Jesus is our example (Philippians 2:5-9). He was not selfish but thought of doing for good for others (Acts 10:38). Today will you try to look for ways to be a servant? It is challenging, but you can do it (Galatians 6:10).

  Does my life need to change from haughtiness to humility? Haughtiness is to be full of pride and arrogance. The boxer Muhammad Ali was known for saying, “I am the greatest.” This sounds like arrogance, doesn’t it?  When we are haughty we think we don’t need anyone or anything. How many times does the farmer speak about himself and what he has done (Luke 12:16-19)? Instead of being haughty we need to be humble in our lives. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble” (James 4:6). Do you like being around someone who continually talks about himself and what he has done? “The Lord is nigh to them who are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18). Do you need to change from haughtiness to humility so that the Lord can save you?

  Life needs to change from laziness to labor. We all enjoy labor saving devices. Inventions such as this help us to save time and effort. There are some who are going to be lazy regardless. Laziness is a sin which can be forgiven. But laziness must be replaced with labor. The Christians of the first century were encouraged to be workers. “Let him that stole steal no more but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good…” (Ephesians 4:28). “Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love…” (1 Thessalonians 1:3). First Corinthians fifteen is about the resurrection. It closes with the exhortation to “abound in the work of the Lord” because our “labor in not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Rest will come to those who faithfully work for God (Revelation 14:13). 

   My life needs to change from gloating to glorifying God. There were those in Matthew six that, when they prayed and gave alms, they did so to be seen of men. They got what they wanted. Do we do things just to be seen of men or draw attention to ourselves? The child of God understands that life must be lived in such a way that God is glorified. “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Who deserves the honor, you or God? Herod, the king (Acts 12:23), was eaten of worms because he did not give God the glory. Paul told the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 10:31) to give God the glory in everything they do. It is challenging but we can glorify God.

  Finally, we need to be challenged to go from a stubborn life to one that is in submission to God. Read Matthew 21:28ff to see the contrast in sons. Both were stubborn, however, one repented and submitted to his father’s will. Hopefully God is our Father. Are we acting like stubborn children or do we do as we’ve been told? Do we grumble and complain (Philippians 2:13, 14)? Submission means that we recognize God as our authority. Jesus warns us that only those who do the Father’s will are permitted to enter heaven (Matthew 7:21). May we learn to change our lives from stubbornness to submission.

Short and Simple:
Whom should we seek to serve (Galatians 1:10)?

What is one blessing that comes from working (Ephesians 4:28)?

What goes before a fall (Proverbs 16:18)?

When did Jesus say we ought to work (John 9:4)?

What is stubbornness called in 1 Samuel 15:23?

Seek and Find:

In what book and chapter do we find that we are to submit to God and resist the devil?

What insect is the lazy person (sluggard) told to learn from?

Can you find verses to teach about the need to be servants?

Who is said to be the meekest man?

Thought questions:
Why were the Jews able to rebuild the wall (Nehemiah 4:6)?

Can a person think more highly of himself than he ought (Romans 12:3)? If yes, how is it possible?

How can selfishness be replaced by service to others?

Memory Verse: Philippians 2:3—“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves”
 
Challenge to Change
Worship Notes for Wednesday Night – July 13, 2011
Songs:

Sermon title:

Sermon notes:

      

Changing My Relationship with God
Thursday – July 14, 2011
  What is the purpose of changing our Bible study habits? It ought to change our relationship with God. A person can change their attitude and still be lost. One might change their life but not change their relationship with God. The greatest need of mankind is to change its relationship with God. There are two classes of people who need to make a change. First, those who have never obeyed the truth need to change (1 Peter 1:22). Second, those who have fallen from grace (Galatians 5:4). How is ones relationship with God described in both of these cases?

  If one has never obeyed the gospel his relationship to God is described as being dead (Ephesians 2:1). Why is this so? It is because sin brings forth death (Genesis 2:17; Romans 6:23; James 1:13-15). Death is a separation. Sin is the act that causes us to be separated from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). The good news is that we do not have to remain dead (separated from) to God. “And you hath he quickened (made alive) who were dead in your trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). A change took place. What once was dead is now made alive! How did this change occur? Look through chapter two and you will find the answer. It was God’s rich mercy, great love (v4), grace (v5), the death of Jesus (vv14-18). Yet, man is required to have an obedient faith (v8) to change his relationship with God.

  Another illustration is found in Romans 5:6-10 about man if he is separated from God. In these verses we find the words ungodly, sinners and enemies referring to those outside Christ. These show the condition of one who is not in a right relationship with God. Again, the good news is that the ungodly can be made godly (Titus 2:12); the sinner can become a saint (1 Corinthians 1:2); and the enemy of God can become His friend (John 15:13). It is sad that people choose to remain in a lost condition. Such does not have to be. God sent His Son to take away sin (John 1:29).  Paul reminds them in chapter six of Romans how the changed their relationship. They had been buried with Christ in baptism (v3). They had been raised to walk in newness of life (v5). This was accomplished because they had “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered” (v18) unto them. The same change can be made in your relationship with God.

  The Corinthians (6:9-11) give us another example of how ones relationship with God can be changed. They were unrighteous in their lives. They were fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers, thieves, covetous, drunkards and extortioners. These sins would keep them out of heaven. Something changed their lives. These sins were no longer held against them. What happened? Paul says that they were washed, sanctified and justified (v11). Acts 18:8 tells us that the Corinthians heard the word and were baptized. Baptism is the process of having sins washed away (Acts 22:16). Would you like to have the right relationship with God? It is as easy as obeying the gospel.

  It is possible for one who has become a Christian to become unfaithful and be lost. “Once saved always saved” is a doctrine from the lips of Satan. We will examine the relationship of the unfaithful to God from three passages.

  The account of Simon the sorcerer is found in Acts 8:13-24. He becomes a Christian by believing and being baptized. However he falls into sin. He is told his heart is not right. He is in wickedness, the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity. Doesn’t sound like he is right with God, does it? His restoration to God would involve repentance and prayer. He doesn’t want to be lost. He asks for prayer on his behalf.

  2 Peter 2:20-22 provides the next example of returning to a lost state. Initially there is the escape from the world through knowledge of Jesus. However, they become entangled in the world they left. Two vivid pictures are drawn of this sad situation. The first involves a dog eating its own vomit. The second is of a sow that was cleansed returning to the mire. Peter concludes that the latter end is worse than the beginning. This is not a pretty picture of the condition of one who has left the faith.

  It is possible to fall from grace (Galatians 5:4). These people had been made free from the yoke of bondage (v1). Yet, they were guilty of falling from grace because they left Christ for something else. We are assured that if we fall spiritually we can get back up. The one who has fallen needs to repent of those sins and pray to God for forgiveness (1 John 1:7-9). Are you down?
Short and Simple:
What will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel (1 Peter 4:17)?

How is sin described in Isaiah 1:18?

What will be given to the faithful (Revelation 2:10)?

What is said to be eternal (Matthew 25:46)?

Do we need to warn the wicked about sin (Ezekiel 3:16-21)?

Seek and Find:

Find verses that would be used to teach someone how to become a Christian?

What book and chapter in the Old Testament was the eunuch (Acts 8) reading which told of Jesus’ sacrifice for sin?

Can you find passages which describe the nature of hell?

What verse(s) tells us that salvation is found only in Christ?

Thought questions:
What are some biblical words used when one is in a lost condition?

What are some biblical words used when one is in a right relationship with God?

Does one have a choice when it comes to sin (James 1:13-15)?

Memory Verse: Acts 22:16—“And now why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord”



Challenge to Change
Worship Notes for Wednesday Night – July 14, 2011

Songs:

Sermon title:

Sermon notes:

Are You Ready to Change?

  If you are lost, today is the day to make a change! “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, NOW is the accepted time, behold, NOW is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Do you need to hear the words of Ananias to Paul? “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). God is prepared to change you. “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Colossians 1:13).

One must obey the gospel (1 Peter 4:17) in order for the change to take place.


Do you believe in Jesus as the Son of God?

Yes

No


Matthew 16:13-16, John 20:30, 31


Have you repented of your past sins?


Yes

No


Luke 13: 3, 5; Acts 17:30


Will you confess Jesus as the Son of God?

Yes

No


Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:10


Are you ready to be baptized for the remission of your sins?


Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38

   


Yes

No

If you are already a child of God, are you still living faithfully to God?










Yes

No
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