SERMON: Looking back over 2011 Responsibly!
TEXT: 2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought a good fight, | have finished my

course, | have kept the faith.”

Introduction: Looking back is not always good (Phil. 3:13,14; Luke 9:62); however, it
does have incredible benefits (1 Cor. 11:24, 25). Therefore, if we look back responsi-
bly, we can be motivated to live closer to the Lord, stronger for the Church and deep-

er for the future. Consider some 2011 questions:

1. Did you Share the Leaven in 2011? Leaven suggests permeation and silent,
consistent working. Only a small amount of leaven was needed for a large quanti-
ty of dough. In the Parable of the Leaven (Matt. 13:33-35; Luke 13:20, 21), the
kingdom message and its influence permeates the whole world. Thus, Christians
have a great and notable duty to share the leaven (i.e., the kingdom message).
Our responsibility and message might be viewed as “mustard seed” but the po-
tential is astronomical (Matt. 13:31, 32). Let us plant, water and trust God for the
increase (1 Cor. 3:6). The leaven of the Gospel will grow, spread and penetrate.

2. Did you Stand for Seven in 2011? The platform for Christianity is laid down in
seven ones (Eph. 4:4-6): one body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, baptism and God.
This describes the unified Church. Each of these common areas is greater than
any potential difference. These “seven ones” establish “the unity of the Spirit” that
as Christians we must strive to keep “in the bond of peace.” By stating ‘I kept the
faith,” Paul declared his stand for the truth and we should do the same through
commitment and dedication. We must stand for truth or we’'ll fall for anything.

3. Did you Strive for Heaven in 2011? By faith, Abraham looked for the city of
God (Heb. 11:10). His faith represented his affections, and his affections were set
on things above, not the earth (Col. 3:2). We must completely understand that
our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). Paul's prayer for Israel (Rom. 10:1) fo-
cused on heaven; he wanted his brethren to spend eternity with God and all the
redeemed. Our desire should be the same. My dad has always preached: “Live in
such a way that Heaven will be your home and take as many with you as possi-
ble—AMEN!" May God help us to live so that heaven will be our eternal home.

- Mark N. Posey

SERMON: How is Sin like Leaven?

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 5:6

Note: Leaven is a substance, like yeast, that
when put into bread dough, spreads throughout
the dough and makes it rise. This enables bread
to be puffy and soft. In some scriptures, sin is
compared with leaven. Why?

1. Sin grows relentlessly (James 1:15).

2. Sin spreads insidiously (Rom. 5:12).

3. Sin destroys indiscriminately (Rom. 6:23).
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Preachers Building Better Relationships
With the Congregation

’ The preacher and the church's relationship is a lot like a
~ marriage. They court each other before they commit and their
ihoneymoon period eventually comes to an end when they
have their first conflict. It could be that the chances of surviv-
ing their conflicts and continuing life together are as dismal and disappointing
as the statistics for actual marriages in America. However, one of the BEST ce-
menting principles that hold marriages together is the same thing that helps
preachers and congregations weather the storms of conflict that are inevitable in
every congregation: Strong, Healthy, Growing Relationships. Consider a few
steps that any preacher can take to build a relationship with the congregation
that will help weather the storms of conflict when they come.

1. Love the peopl e, | augh with t he
Spend time with your peopl e, e
lt'"s the people, not the job! C

2. Don" t be distant from your peo|]
but humble. Read Philippians 2:

3. A dmit you are wrong and have si
giveness and move on (I John 1:

4. Learn to manage your anger. | f
get help now! An angry preacher

5. Il nvest in counseling from ti me
|l i stener is worth the time and

6. Don"' t |l ose your sense of humor
your mistakes. You wil/ be a he
pl e wil/ |l ove you for it. Ccf . P

7. Commit yourself to working cons
with God, your personal family

If we as preachers can't get along with people, we are in sad shape, because
people are all that we have in our congregations. And the better we know them,
love them, and serve them in the name of the Lord, the less chance we will have
a conflict that we can not resolve.

-Mark N. Pose)



SERMON:What the Worl d will
TEXT: Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 22:6

Introduction: A few years ago a top-selling book promoted the philosophy -
“It takes a village to raise a child.” WOW! If the “village” is the world there are
just too many things I can’t trust them to teach my children. Here are a few...

1. A lie is a lie is a lie. We live in a time when dishonest businessmen and
politicians fold, spindle and mutilate the truth so artfully that soon it’s hard
to remember what’s real and what’s not. God’s commands are clear: don’t
lie. Cf. Ex. 23:1; Rev. 21:8; 22:15. He doesn’t make exception for white lies,
coloring the truth, or the end justifies the means. He simple says don’t do it!

2. Think of others first. Wow, this is contrary to the “look-out-for-number-
one” society. God calls us to “esteem others better than himself” (Phil. 2:3).
We love in a culture that applauds selfishness and self-centeredness, but
Jesussays,0 Whosoever will be

3. Authority figures deserve respect. This idea is under attack by the media.
Turn on cartoons, kid’s shows and the latest children’s movies, and you’ll
see parents depicted as bungling buffonns whose children rule the roost and
set the rules. School administrators and teachers, law enforcement and all
facets of government are portrayed as inept, corrupt or clueless. However,
if our children grow up with the idea that all authority is to be questioned,
bucked, mocked and disobeyed, how will they ever submit to the ultimate
Authority—their Lord and Creator? Cf. Romans 13:1. Oh, and by the way,
this means referees, airport security and the policeman that just stopped you
for driving too fast. It also means respect for Elders, Deacons & Preachers.

4. Be careful what you allow into your brain. Paul said, “bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). Our kids
need to know that the Devil will do all he can to put horrendous thoughts
into their heads, but it’s their job to pop them right back out. It’s not a sin
to be tempted (Heb. 4:15); it’s sin to invite the wrong to put up its feet and
stay awhile (Jam. 1:13-15). Let Philippians 4:8 be your standard.

5. God invented sex for marriage. Do your children know God’s perfect
blueprint for marriage—one biological woman and man devoted to each
other, and sex as a beautiful, pure expression of their love and devotion?
Don’t just assume they know it, tell them God’s plan. Cf. Prov. 5:15-18;
Heb. 13:4; Gen. 2:18-25. Tell them that sex before marriage is “fornication”
and sex outside of marriage is “adultery,” and both are WRONG!

Conclusion: The world has a lot to say to our kids and a lot of avenues to get

their message across. Don’t assume that your children will just GET-IT by tak-

ing them to church three times each week, gospel meetings and church camp.

They will benefit from these, but there’s nothing better than your instruction,

both in word and deed. Let’s speak and live like Christ as we raise our kids!

Adapted—Ma r k N.
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SERMON: A Christian NEW YEAR all year long!
TEXT: Philippians 3:13-14

Introduction: Resolutions are typical this time of year. Most of us will make a
resolution, promising to make change in our lives for the better. Therefore,
commitment, dedication and determination are in full swing and great abun-
dance. Losing weight, exercising more, better financial stability and enjoying life
rank high on most lists. However, as February roles around, fires cool and
steam fizzles; but it shouldn’t, especially for Christians. Resolute and resilient
Christians should blaze the trail in the land called “Promises Kept,” but in what
areas? In what ways will this year be any different than the previous?

1. THIS YEAR I will lose the weight of sin. I will lay aside every weighty
transgression, encumbrance and distraction, and run with perseverance the
Christian race (Heb. 12:1-2). I will NOT run a competitive race, but a coop-
erative one. I’'m running with, not against, my brethren.

THIS YEAR I will exercise greater discernment between good and evil.
I will repetitiously and habitually train my spiritual senses to discern good
from evil (Heb. 5:14). In doing so, my ability to teach God’s Word will dra-
matically increase; I will go from being a student to being a teacher.

3. THIS YEAR I will save the souls of my friends and family. Jesus is the
only savior; so, I will live like Him, love like Him and labor like Him in
bringing my loved ones to the precious and redeeming blood (1 Pet. 1:19).

4. 'THIS YEAR I will improve my spiritual health. I will consume large quan-
tities of spiritual meat (Heb. 5:13-14). My hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness (Matt. 5:6) will help me grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus
Christ (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18). I will be faithful and fit for the Lord!

5. THIS YEAR I will better organize my thoughts, words and deeds. I will
clean out all the evil from my heart, mind and soul, replacing it with virtu-
ous and praise worthy thoughts, words and deeds (Col. 3:5-17; Phil. 4:8).

6. 'THIS YEAR I will enjoy my spiritual life more. I will rejoice in “newness
of life” (Rom. 6:4), repentance of sin (2 Cor. 7:9, 10), “joy of faith” (Phil.
1:25), “the Lord” (Phil. 4:4) and difficulties that strengthen my faith (Jam.
1:2-4). I will realize more than I have in the past that lasting joy comes from
a Christ-like mind (Phil. 2:5), faith filled heart (Phil. 1:3-11), soul centered
hope (Heb. 6:19; 1 Pet. 3:15) and love motivated life (Matt. 22:37-39).

7. 'THIS YEAR I will quit making excuses and always abound in the
Lord’s work. I will conduct myself as an effective and faithful worker for
the Lord (Eph. 2:10). I will refuse the notion that my efforts for Him are
empty and worthless (1 Cor. 15:58b). I will work, not to gain salvation
(Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5), but to display it (Jam. 2:18).

Conclusion: Resolutions are only as good as the ability and dedication of the

promise maker to reach their goal. Therefore, my work is clear and ordered! I

must determine to be unwavering, grounded and unmovable in my commit-

ment to reach spiritual goals. This year is for the Lord! - Mark N. Posey



